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challenge to it. Shut out from teaching in universities
and schools under the control of the Established Church,
the Dissenters had to make what provision they could
for themselves, and risk breaking the law in doing so
This they did, not by copying the grammar schools and
educating themselves as arrivistes, aspiring imitators from
afar of the governing-class tradition. They wcic, appai-
ently, as unready to do this as they were to sacrifice
conscience to expediency and facilitate access to grammar
school and university by abjuring Dissent. Instead, they
went back to an earlier precedent which had revealed
itself in England and on the Continent in the i yth century.
A strong wave of what we might well call " modernism "
swept over Europe about the middle of that century.
The Moravian Comenius was its leading exponent
in education. It reached its height in England during
the Civil War and the years of the Commonwealth and
Protectorate. Milton's Tractate of Education shows strong
traces of its influence.
In temper it was thoroughly realistic and one might
almost say anti-linguistic. Language was for it but the
gateway to a knowledge of" things useful to be known ".
Latin, of course, was necessary in such times as a medium
of learning. But it was that and very little more, and
the process of acquiring it was to be got over as speedily
as possible with a minimum of sticking in the " gram-
matick flats and shallows" of which Milton speaks, and
with a maximum of the pedagogical aids of which
Comenius himself was so fruitful an inventor.
If this school of thought had a key idea of culture,
the word to express it would be Science rather than
Language. Like the ruling class they thought of educa-
tion in terms of culture, but with a significant difference
in content. They were less concerned with a code of